


RYE HOUSE
SPEEDWAY

RYE HOUSE STADIUM
RYE ROAD, HODDESDON, HERTS
Telephone Hoddesdon 61990
[Race days only]

Promoted by Rye House Speedway Ltd.
under the direction of
LEN SILVER and COLIN PRATT
OFFICIAL DATA
Clerk of the Course
A.C.U. Referee
Pit Marshall
Machine Examiner
Annocuncer
Starting Marshal
Team Manager
Track Licence No. 79/9
St. John Ambulance Brigade in attendance
Medical Officer Dr.B. Garo-Falides,
B.A., M.B., B.Ch.
Ted Sear
Norman Kingsbury
Bill Mathieson

Timekeeper
Colour Marshall
Staff Controller

Track Length 284 yards
Track Record 60.8 seconds
Martin Yeates 29/5/77
Held under the regulations of the
Speedway Board

NOTE: The Management reserves the
right to alter this Programme. Should it be
necessary through any cause to abandon
the Meeting prior to the start of the sixth
race in the programme, re-admission
tickets issued at entrances [available for
any one of the next three meetings] will
become valid. In no circumstances will any
money be refunded. Right of admission
reserved.

NOTICE: Motor sports events are
dangerous and all persons attending this
meeting do so entirely at their own risk. It
is a condition of admission that all persons
having any connection with the promotion
and/or conduct of the meeting including
the owners and lessees of the stadium and
the owners and drivers of the vehicles are
absolved from all liability arising out of
accidents causing damages or personal
injury to spectators or ticket holders. In no
circumstances will any money be refunded.
Betting is absolutely prohibited at this
meeting. The Management reserves the
right to make alterations or additions to the
programme.

LIPT
EFQ 2%

Welcome one and all to what
SHOULD have been our THIRD
fixture at Rye House! Rockets fans
will be wondering just when we are
going to see some Speedway at the
Garden circuit. Well we are now
pretty confident that Bank Holiday
Monday will see us get off the
ground with the jelly-like shale
having set hard presumably by then!

The Sunday Mirror are the
sponsors of today’s event, donating
the winners medallions and we
welcome their representative Mr.
John Lewsey, an old friend of
Speedway, who will do the honours
at the end. The long road ahead of
the competitors culminates in
Poland on September 2nd, only 4 of
todays riders get through to the next
round plus 4 of the best from all the
National League rounds. We wish
everyone today all the best of luck as
they strive to get their names into
the record books.

Hackney meet Swindon here on
Good Friday while on Bank Holiday
Monday (4.30p.m.) the Rockets
entertain Mildenhall and Peter-
borough in a Three Team Event.

See you at both meetings.

(Colin
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LITTLE BERKHAMSTED KINGSWAY
NEAR HERTFORD AND WARE
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f[Sundayl &)
hilldde]d Starts Here

It seems only yesterday that 90,000 people were roaring home a new world champion at Wembley
Stadium, with Ole Olsen realising his ambition and crowning a great season by taking the sport’s
highest individual honour.

Britain had to be content with second place, a fine performance by Gordon Kennett, but
already we are about to witness the start of the long trail to the magic of another World Final.
Another chance for Britain to find a winner, another chance for the up-and-coming to establish
themselves.

The trail starts here with the National League, the roots of the sport, where talent is developing
and young eyes are fastened on that elusive crown. On the way there will be the further qualifying
rounds on the British League tracks, then the semi-finals, the British Final at Coventry — always
a very special occasion — and then the Commonwealth and Intercontinental Finals.

A long, long, arduous path and a daunting one for any rider. Maybe those you see this evening
will not make it all the way, history suggests it is perhaps too much to ask, but one thing is
certain. It wili not be for want of effort which is why you will be seeing the fiercest competition at
any stage of the event. Here, at the very start, you will be watching speedway at it's grass
roots level. Enjoy it, for it has all the sport’s finest ingredients. Enthusiasm, dedication, honest
effort and a love of the sport,

Give the lads the encouragement they deserve, sustain them with your appreciation, for this is
a special night for them and the first step on the sport’s highest ladder to the top.

We at the Sunday Mirror are delighted to claim a special relationship with the sport’s premier
event since 1958. Every year has had a special story to unfold. This will be no different in that
respect. Let’s sit back and watch history being made again.

BIG EVENTS IN
THE NATIONAL
LEAGUE

Rye House v. Exeter Rye House Sun April 22
Inter Lgue 4 Team Tourny Rye House Sun May 13
v. Poland Rye House Sun May 20
Warners G.N. Sthn Final Canterbury Sat July 7
National Pairs Final Halifax Sat July 21
Durex Four Team Final  Peterborough Sun July 29
Warners Grand Nat. Final Hackney Sat Aug 18

Gauloises N.L. Riders
Final Wimbledon Sat Sept 29

BETTING STRICTLY PROHIBITED
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LEATHERS ~ LONDON

Jackets, Jeans
Leathers — all in
10 fabulous colours

Send 20p for
brochure to
48-50 Copperfield Road
London E3 4RR
Tel. 01-980-6561

o
Full after-sales service

Guy Games Limited

Suppliers of all Sports Equipment
53/54 Shopping Pavilion,
Waltham Cross, Herts.

Branches at:
Hoddesdon % Harlow % Chingford
Telephone: Waltham Cross 33284

(SPEEDWAY ACTION!

For the best pictures of the stars, and
stories by the stars, don’t miss




(" FromThe LogBookWith Dave Willsher

GREETINGSTO YOUALL.

Today the WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP comes along, and with riders from the Gulf Oil British
League mixed with the top riders from the National League we look certain to see some very
good racing indeed, so we bid a warm welcome to them all, and to the supporters that they are
sure to bring with them.

The last two rounds of the World Championship that we have staged at Rye have been
lucky for us Rocket supporters, for in 1977 our very own Karl Fiala was the winner with a 15
point maximum, and last season Ted Hubbard did likewise, so can one of our lads win it today
and made it a hat trick of wins for the club? Well, it would be very nice if one of them could, so
let’s see you get behind them and perhaps our wish will come true.

Since we joined the league in 1974 three World Championship rounds have taken place at
Rye, so here are the results and scorers.

1975. Phil Herne 15, Joe Owen 13, Alan Sage 11, Eddie Reeves 11, lan Hindle 11, Dave Perks
10, Brian Foote 9, Barney Kennett 7, Brian Clarke 6, Mick Handley 4, Laurie Etheridge 4,
Trevor Barnwell 4, Dave Durham 4, Tiger Beech 4, Dingle Brown (Res) 3, Ken Matthews 2 and
Colin Goad 1.

1977. Karl Fiala 15, Les Collins 12, Mike Lanham 10, Kevin Jolly 10, Ted Howgego 10, Dave
Gooderham 9, Arthur Browning 8, David Gagen 8, Alan Sage 8, Colin Goody 7, Hugh Saunders
6, Graham Dawson 5, Billy Burton 5, Kelvin Mullarkey 3, Barry Etherington (Res) 2, Nigel
Wasley 1 and John Waldrab (Res) 1.

1978. Ted Hubbard 15, Kelvin Mullarkey 13, Vic Harding 12, Nigel Boocock 11, Roger Johns
9, Kevin Jolly 8, Paul Gachet 9, Dave Gooderham 8, Andy Hines 8, Mitch Graham 7, Bob
Garrad 5, lan Clark 5, Hugh Saunders 4, Barney Kennett 3, Bert Harkins 2and Nigel Couzens
failed to score.

Notice how the winner always seems to score a 15 point maximum, | wonder if it will happen
again today, | for one think not because we have so many top riders on parade it does not seem
possible, but no doubtone of them will prove me wrong, so we shall see.

Next week Peterborough and Mildenhall are with us for a three team tournament, | think
Mildenhall are a big danger to our chances of winning the championship, so next week will
give us achance to seejust how strong they are.

What a pity that our opening meeting was cancelled, no doubt we are all looking forward to it.
In that opening programme | printed the final averages for last season, and as the programme
was never used | see noharm in printing them again today.

NATIONAL LEAGUE [PROGRAMME RIDES ONLY]
[AS “GREEN SHEETS'* FOR TEAM PLACES]

Bonus Total

Mts Rds Pts Pts Pts C.M.A.
TED HUBBARD 36 143 309% 25 334% 9.36
KELVIN MULLARKEY 38 152 308 3 31 8.97
KARL FIALA 38 145 257 28 285 7.86
HUGH SAUNDERS 26 94 148 31 179 7.62
BOB GARRAD 37 138 226 34 260 7.54
ASHLEY PULLEN 38 126 188 26 214 6.79
KEVIN SMITH 18 49 58 8 66 5.39
PETER TARRANT 29 79 82 21 103 5.22

Bob Cooper will not be with us this season, Bob has decided that he might stand a better
chance of establishing himself at another track. | understand that he has joined Scunthorpe.

Bob joined us in 1974, he made 128 appearances in our colours, scored 531 points plus 96
bonus making 627 altogether from 455 starts, giving him a career average of 5.51, so | am sure
you will all join me in wishing Bob the best of luck at his new home.

Space has run out once again, so take care of yourselves and | will see you all at our next

At Hackney Speedway...

Next Friday, April 13, 1979

HAWIKS v SWINDON

Starring: Phil Crump Steve Gresham Martin Ashby
\_ MAKE IT ADATE — FRIDAY AT EIGHT
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SPONSORS CORNER

Ring....
@

BECKWOOD
SPEEDWAY
FRAMES

Sponsors of the
highest scoring
‘Rocket’ 79

Harlow
24019

BONUS POINTS SPONSOR

DINGLE
BROWNS

SPEED-AWAY CAR SPARES
@

Dismantling all types
of vehicles for spares,
MOT failures, non-runners
bought for spot cash

Openseven days a wesk.
Clapgate Estate, Stondon,
Nr. Ongar

Tel. Blackmore 822510

SAMPSOM
TRAVEL
GROUP

250
TURNERS HILL,
CHESHUNT

who sponsor the
"‘Snowball’’
second half races

Sponsoring The Rye House Rockets

during the season.

mfradex

the Heat Leaders

Infradex, leading manufacturers of L.P.
Gas Heaters for the home, caravan and
industry, wish Rye House every success

miradex LIMITED

Brewery Road, Hoddesdon,Herts.
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TO BE RUN IN THE EVENT OF
A DECIDER BEING NECESSARY
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NEXT HOME MEETING AT RYE HOUSE

EASTER MONDAY AT 4.30p.m.

Rockets v Peterborough v Mildenhall

Last Leg of the super Easter Triple Tourney.

NO MEETING AT RYE HOUSE
NEXT SUNDAY

The Rockets visit Peterborough on
Good Friday and Mildenhall on
Easter Sunday

The medals for
today’s meeting are
the Sunday Mirror

The top four riders from today’s event
go forward to the next rounds.

Charity Soccer Match

in aid of mentally handicapped children

Hoddesdon Town v Rye House Rockets

LOWFIELD GROUND
BARCLAY PARK KICK-OFF 7.30p.m.

MONDAY APRIL 9th
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INGHAM'S INSIGHT

By David Ingham

FIRST, an introduction. As well as being a member of the Daily Mirror Sports desk
during the week, | creep into the corner of your TV screens on Saturday afternoons
as part of Dickie Davies’ team on World of Sport. But more important, I’'m a local
lad who has been hooked on speedway since the Rockets arrived here from Rayleigh
in 1974,

Colin and Len have asked me to write a regular column this year, and it's a
pleasure to oblige. It's great to be part of a winning team, even if it is in a
“backroom’’ role, so let’s start by considering our team’s prospects this season.

The Eagles of Eastbourne have flown the National League nest, and League
Rider's champion Steve Koppe will not be crusading for Canterbury this year. Does
that leave the title track clear for our Rockets? Obviously it gives our chances a big
boost, but even the most fervent fans know that nothing is ever easy in speedway.

One man who certainly won't be drawn into rash predictions is our skipper,
Hughie Saunders. "’I'm no Malcolm Allison,’’ he said. *’So if you want a forecast,
ask again in October!’’

But there was no disguising Hughie’s enthusiasm for the new campaign. He's
rarin’ to go after a break in Guernsey and fitness-building sessions on the squash
court, and he’s hoping the team will carry on where they left off last year.

"*All right, | know we lost to Eastbourne in the KO Cup final,”” he says. ‘'But the
team seemed to be going very well, and that is what we must try to maintain. If the
established riders can continue last season’s scoring, and if the youngsters can up
their points by a little bit, then | think we'll be in with a shout.”*

Talking about shouting, that's just what the boys hope you’ll be doing for them
all this season — and if you are not too hoarse they are really going to need your
support on Monday, April 9. That's the date of their Soccer match against
Hoddesdon Town to raise money for mentally handicapped children.

The game is at Hoddesdon's Lowfield ground in Barclay Park, kick-off 7.30, so
make a note in your diaries. Kelvin reckons that on the Soccer pitch he’s worth at
least twice as much as Nottingham Forest’s million-pound man Trevor Francis.
And with Len as coach, the Rockets can fall back on tactical skills if they run out of
fuel!

Meanwhile, there are a lot of big dates to look forward to here at Rye — not least
the visit of Exeter in the Inter-League KO Cup on Sunday, April 22. The fixture
gives us more than a passing interest in the successful efforts of the Falcons to
persuade their American number one Scott Autrey to forget about racing cars and
return to the County Ground.

Exeter tell me their anticipated team is Autrey, Vaclav Verner, Jan Verner,
Zdenek Kudrna (that name will be fun for Ted Sear!), Ales Dryml, Steve Koppe and
Peter Prinsloo. Notice something? There’'s one American, four Czechs, one
Australian, one Rhodesian — but NO Englishmen.

That line-up is going to make it a battle of different speedway philosophies on
April 22, because the local talent that Colin has found and fostered is now playing
such a big part in our plans. Admittedly, foreign riders are not allowed in the
National League anyway, but | reckon Colin’s attitude would not be any different if
they were. Besides, just think of all those plane fares!

But Exeter have proved that their ‘’United Nations’’ formula works, and with a
spearhead who is currently number three in the world they are going to be a very
big handful indeed.

During the coming weeks | shall be keeping you up-to-date with all the Rockets
gossip as well as exploring wider speedway topics. |'ve a feeling that it’s going to
be a great season, and that means there is going to be plenty to write about.
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TRACKSTAR ANGLIA JUNIOR 3
LEAGUE FIXTURES 1979

All fixtures subject to alteration.

Th April 19 Wimbledon v Rye House S Aug. 11 Swindon v Rye House

Su April 22 Rye House v Ipswich S Aug 12 Rye House v Oxford

S April 28 King'sLynnv Rye House M Aug. 20 Peterboro’v Rye House
Su April 29 Rye House v Swindon W Aug. 29 Mildenhall:- Trackstar
Su May 27 Boston v Rye House Anglia Junior League

M May 28 Rye House v Boston Riders Championship
Th June 7 Oxfordv Rye House Su Sept. 2 Rye House v Wimbledon
Su June 10 Rye House v Peterboro’ Su Sept. 9 Rye House v Crayford

S June 30 Cradley v Rye House Th Sept. 13 Ipswich v Rye House
SuJuly 1 Rye House v Mildenhall S Sept. 29 King’'s Lynn:- Trackstar
W July 11 Nottingham v Rye House Anglia League versus
Su July 15 Rye House v Nottingham Allthread Scottish Junior
Tu July 24 Crayford v Rye House League

M July 30 Rye House v Cradley To be arranged:

W Aug. 8 Mildenhall v Rye House Rye House v King’s Lynn

Hearty Congratulations to Graham Atkinson and
his bride Morag, who tied the knot in spite of the
bleak weather at 5p.m. on Saturday, 17th March.

All the Rockets and all our fans wish the happy
couple a super life together.

d/ LEADERS in The C//
Field of Programme

\

Printing
duplexlitho pres

limited
Duplex House I§ing Street Newton Abbot TQI2 2LG

For fast efficient service contact us on
Telephone (0626) 66263

Speedway and Football
Programmes a Speciality

)
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GOUTTOOLLN
LLITH MIHLANEET

Whilst | am always eagerly awaiting the start of the speedway season,
never have | been so happy to say goodbye to winter as | was this one!
Surely we deserve a good summer in order to make up for it.

However, we did have one or two bright spots during those very hard
monthsi.e., the dances and discos where we were once again all able to
get together. Our thanks to those of you who attended, particularly
those who supported our Fancy Dress disco — you certainly entered
into the spirit of the thing and it was a hard task to choose the winners.
Mind you, | think it is about time that someone told Colin that he can
now stop the Max Wall walk!

For those who were unable to attend the A.G.M., there are one or
two changes within our committee. Following the resignation of Peter
Jordison, Audrey now becomes Vice Chairman and we also welcome
new committee member Jan Orden. Jenny (previously coaches) will
now be taking over from Audrey in handling our Riders Equipment
Fund draw each week and Audrey is to assist Derek with coach
bookings. For this purpose, Audrey’s telephone number is Ware 650.

Whilst there are changes in the committee, | am happy to say that
there are no team changes — a big ‘‘welcome back’’ to our 1978 team
and we wish Ted, Hughie, Kelvin, Bob, Karl, Kevin and Peter all the
very best for the 1979 season.

Last year we set out to gain 1,000 members and were proud to
announce at the Dinner Dance that we did in fact pass that figure.
Please help us to retain our record by becoming a member of the
supporters club (40p adults, 5p children). Ron Gosling our membership
secretary will be pleased to enrol you to-day.

One thing we would like to point out is that the club intends, given
your support, to run coaches to all away meetings. However, to avoid
the misunderstandings that arose in the mind of a handful of club
members last season, we will only be booking ONE COACH FOR THE
TWO OR THREE DAY AWAY TRIPS. The reason for this is that if the
coach company were to charge say £150 for a coach then given that all
50 seats were sold the charge would be £3 per person| However, if two
coaches were booked and only 25 seats were sold on the second coach it
would be necessary to increase the charge. The committee feels that it
has an obligation to provide transport to members at the cheapest
possible price and to do this we must fill coaches. Our experience last
year was that we were generally only able to fill one and a half coaches
for the overnight trips. It is therefore for the reasons | have outlined
that unless there is established an increased demand we will operate
only one coach on a ‘‘first come, first served’’ basis.

Maureen Light. Sec.
Hodd. 68533




RYE HOUSE FIXTURES 1979

Subject to alteration — Tel. Hoddesdon 61990 (Race days)
HOME fixtures in BOLD type

MARCH
Su 25 CANTERBURY

MIDDLESBROUGH N.L.
WORLD CHAMPS Q.R.

Peterborough 3TT
Mildenhall cEnE
P'BRO" & M'HALL 37T
EXETER I/L Cup
Scunthorpe N.L.
WEYMOUTH K.O.

Weymouth K.O.
Canterbury N.ATT
Mildenhall NATT
NATIONALA4TT

Crayford N.4TT
I/LFOURTT

Reading 1/L4TT
Ipswich 1/L4TT
POLAND INT.
Oxford N.L.
King’s Lynn 1/LATT
Boston N.L.
BOSTON N.L.

RESERVED K.O
Milton Keynes N.
PETERBOROUGH N
HERTS GOLD CUP
Sponsored EDNEY BROS.
Junior Champs

STOKE

Middlesbrough

Workington

L.
L.

>»P>I> IIPI

F A

H Cancelled

H
H
A
A
H
H
A
H

I>P>P>IP>PP>IPI>I>D>

Cancelled

JULY

Su 1 11a.m. MILTON KEYNESN.L.

S 7 Warners South Final

Su B8 RESERVED

W 11 Nottingham

Su 15 NOTTINGHAM

S 21 Canterbury

Su 22 BERWICK &
SCUNTHORPE

Su 29 Durex Four Team Final

M*30 7.30pm CRAYFORD

Tu 31 Crayford

AUGUST

Su 5 11a.m. NEWCASTLE

F 10 Ellesmere Port

Su 12 OXFORD

S 18 Warners G.NatFinal Hacl
Su 19 EDINBURGH

Su 26 Mildenhall

m 27 MILDENHALL

F 31 Edinburgh

zzZzz52z2Z
Pl i
>I>IP>I>I

SEPTEMBER

S 1 Stoke

Su 2 WEYMOUTH

Tu 4 Weymouth

F 7 Peterborough

Su 9 CANTERBURY
F 14 Glasgow

S 15 Berwick

Su 15 NO MEETING
M 17 Newcastle N.L.
S 22 Canterbury K/H Tri.
Su 23 CANT’ & CRAY’ K/H Tri.
Tu 25 Crayford K/H Tri.
S 29 N.L.Champs (Gauloises) W 'don
Su 30 GLASGOW & W'KTON N.L.

zzzzzzz
rerrFrere

OCTOBER

Su 7 3.30p.m.EL'MERE PORT N.L.
Su 14 3.30 p.m. OPEN

Su 21 3.30 p.m.OPEN

IP>PIPPIPP>PIPH>ID>

>IT> IPIP>IP>I

NEXT BIG ONE NOT TO MISS

at
RYE HOUSE
Sunday April 22nd

ROC‘I;{ETS
EXETER

Printed by Duplex Litho Press Ltd. Telephone Newton Abbot 66263
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2 m j— - ‘r._zh\y; ﬂzoomm from our wide range of helmets, clothing

D-C-BUTLER
MOTORCYCLES

Just take a look at what we've
gottooffer...

mm—-mﬂ.—. from 100 now and used machines with a size
and price to suit you

«“H’<—nm Take advantage of our wealth of experience

in the repair and servicing of modern motorcycles.
We guarantee your satisfaction

| and accessories to meet your needs,

g“"ﬂ‘ 4 hours expert riding tuition with every bike

we sell, if needed. Safety checks and advice are free.

mzqzcm-hmz Dennis Butler has 14 years

experience in riding and preparing competition motarcycles,
and also owns a {ine collection of historic machines.

PART EXCHANGE : EASY CREDIT : INSTANT INSURANCE

If youre looking for service,
selection and satisfaction
it's all af

8 HIGH ST.
STANSTEAD ABBOTTS

WARE 870566
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