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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE DUKES DESK

GOOD EVENING EVERYONE,

Tonight we have the honour of putting on one of the first rounds of the Division One World
Championship BERGER Grand Prix, we have also got an excellent line-up for the occasion, we are
pleased to welcome Malcolm Simmons, Terry Betts, Reg Wilson, John Titman, Vaclav Verner, Kelly
Moran, Craig Pendlebury, John Boulger and the rest of the lads along with our own skipper, lan,
Mike and Mick. We wish them all good luck, we know they will give us a great nights racing.

The English lads in tonights line-up are fighting a dual battle, not only are they trying to score points
to progress forward in the World Championship Trial, but also to get enough Grand Prix points to get
into the Grand Prix Final at Wimbledon in August, they do, of course, have three meetings to help
them qualify. Skipper lan’s rounds are here tonight, at Hull on Wednesday and Sheffield on Thursday.
Mike is here tonight, Birmingham on Monday and Hackney on Friday; Mick also here tonight, Sheffield
on Thursday and Wolverhampton on Friday. Tormod Langli our other representative does not have a
home meeting as he has had to return to Norway where tomorrow he rides at Sandne’s in his World
Championship Round. He returns to ride at Hull on Wednesday, Ipswich on Thursday and Wolver-
hampton on Friday.

Next Saturday we return to GULF LEAGUE ACTION here at the Shay, and what action, we take on
GULF LEAGUE CHAMPIONS no less, led by the WORLD CHAMPION, OLE OLSEN. Unfortunately
Mike Lohmann has to be away, he has a World Championship Qualifier in DENMARK so we will be
using a guest. The “Bees’” put one across us last year on the march to the title, this year we are
hoping to change that situation. It could be a tremendous battle to do it, but we know that you will be
here in strength to back our youngsters all the way,

The Northern Trophy is now almost completed and while we have put up an excellent show we look
likely to finish in second place as last year. It looks odds on that Sheffield will win the Trophy this year
they have one match to race yet at Belle Vue and only need a reasonable score to make sure. We lost
our chance when Sheffield beat us on Easter Saturday but we did complete the double over HULL for
the second year running in this competition.

Very soon we take part in the new Four Team Trophy, when our group will include Sheffield, Hull and
Newcastle. Besides racing at home we have rounds at the other tracks. Good results in the
competition can win us a place in the Semi-Finals and Final which will be run at Sheffield in a full
day’s racing, something brand new to England.

For many years we have been very proud of the way our supporters conduct themselves both at home
and on our travels, unfortunately we have had reports from one or two tracks that a small group of
Halifax fans have been using far more foul language than is necessary, we would therefore please
ask those people concerned to cool it, there cannot be any call for that kind of behaviour, enjoy your
speedway by all means but lets keep the loud mouthed hooliganism of the football kind out of speed-
way. While the lads in the team appreciate the backing they receive on their travels, they certainly do
not condone or encourage the behaviour mentioned above and appeal to those misguided few to belt
up and act like normal people.

ST IR——

I S




We have been a bit unlucky with our efforts to fill the number seven slot in the team, first Paul Sheard
gets his chance and break.s a collarbone at Belle Vue, then we sign Merv Janke who then has a crash
at Glasgow, dislocating his shoulder. We hope that both these lads will scon be fit again, meanwhile
we are still on the lookout for more back-up strength to cover for the many problems Wkioh SR
do sometimes arise.

Our Junior Squad had its first match on Easter Monday and had a creditable draw, whilst the Berwick
lads had all ridden as a team Ias_t year our team are new to team racing. Their next match is likely to be
at Workington on May 11th with a return against the same team here at the Shay on Whit Monday
morning.

Its excitement all the way at the Shay and win or lose its' the Duke's we choose. ERIC

FOR ALL YOUR Consuit

ELECTRICAL RADIO & TV REQUIREMENTS TERRY HARDAKER
271 QUEENS ROAD, HALIFAX. Tel: 61272

Prop TERRY HARDARER

New & Second Hand Models aiways in Stock
Small apphances repaired

VACUUM CLEANER REPAIRS & SERVICING A SPECIALITY

RIDERS SPONSORS: TAYLOR & JONES (REAMERS) LTD., HONLEY —~ IAN CARTWRIGHT
MR. P. RHODES, CABLE MOTORCYCLES LTD., - KLAUS LOHMANN

MR. G. SHARPE, HALEY HILL MOTORS, HALEY HILL, HALIFAX

- MICK McKEON

PHAROAH GARAGE, OVENDEN, HALIFAX — KENNY CARTER

Sponsors needed for: MIKE LOHMANN & TORMOD LANGLI

& )

KIOSK SALES
FOUR KIOSKS SITUATED Behind the Pits, by 3rd Bend. Top of Banking:
4th Bend Behind Main Grandstand

DUKES AUTOGRAPH BOOKS — COLOUR PHOTOS — DUKES WAIST BELTS — ROSETTES
PHOTOS - PENNANTS — PLASTIC CAR STICKERS - PLASTIC TRANSFERS — 1979 BADGES
1979 YEAR BARS - MINI SPEEDWAY RIDERS - TEE SHIRTS — PENS - SCARVES
BOBBLE HATS - STAR PIC PHOTO BADGES - BLAZER BADGES — PROGRAMME BOARDS
JUNIOR BODY JACKETS - NEW BLAZER BADGES — CAR SUN STRIPS — DUKES BUSH HATS
FLAG STICKERS — SEW ON BADGES — CAR BADGES — RIDER POSTERS — DUKES STICKERS

SPEEDWAY OFFICE SALES

SITUATED BEHIND THE PITS

Halifax Dukes Shoulder Bags

Dukes Lapel Badges, Printed Posters, Badges & Programmes from other tracks.
(When Available).

\ J

NOTICES

WARNING. Motor sporls are dangerous and all persons attending this meeting do so entirely at their own risk
It is a condition of admission that all persons having any connection with the promotion and/or organisation
and/or conduct of the meeting including the owners and lessees of the stadium and the owners and drivers
of the vehicles and passengers in the vehicles are absolved from all liability arising out of accidents causing
damage or personal injury to spectators or ticket holders. In no circumstances will any money be refunded
Betting is absolutely prohibited at this meeting. The management reserves ihe right to make alterations or additions
1o the programme. 2

In the event of this meeting being abandoned before the, holding of the sixth race in the programme
readmission tickets issued at the turnstiles will become valid for any one of the next three meetings (except
Test Matches) No monies refundable. No Programme Exchange. All rights reserved. Betting and unauthorised
Photography strictly prohibited Unauthorised Vendors will be prosecuted.
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actionwith

Graham Baker °

for Speedway 375

OUR NEXT .GRAND MEETING
Saturday, May 5th at 7.30 p.m.
GULF OIL BRITISH LEAGUE
THE BIG ONE

HALIFAX v. COVENTRY

(THE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS)

WITH OUR DUKES versus WORLD CHAMPION, OLE OLSEN (DENMARK) MITCH
SHIRRA ALAN MOLYNEAUX TOMMY KNUDSEN ALF BUSK
MICK BELL GARY GUGLIEMI, ETC.

CAN WE TAKE THE STING OUT OF THE “BEES*"




WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP/GRAND PRIX QUALIFYING ROUNDS ON GBL TRACKS
a) World Championship RULES AND REGULATIONS

After all 18 rounds have been staged the top 32 riders eligible for World Championship participa-
tion through the UK rounds will progress to the UK Semi-Finals.

If there is a tie on points for the last qualifying place (or places) heat wins, seconds, etc. wil
determine precedence.

If there is still a tie a run-off will be arranged.

b) Grand Prix

As usual Grand Prix scoring will be based on finishing points — i.e. the winner of each qualifying
round receives 10 GP premium points, second place man receives 9 GP premium points . . .
tenth place man receives 1 premium point.

If there is a tie on points, finishing positions will be determined by heat wins, seconds, etc.
If there is still a tie the premium points will be divided.
Race times shall not be taken into consideration.

After all 18 rounds have been staged the 16 riders with the highest totals of GP premium points
shall contest the Grand Prix Final at Wimbledon on Thursday, August 23rd.

By Mr. Graham Baker SPEEDWAY COLUMIST DAILY MIRROR

‘The Grand Prix lives’. And, indeed, Britain’s top individual speedway tournament has emerged from
a troubled close season stronger and more vibrant than ever.

Its four years now since the Daily Mirror introduced the Grand Prix with a novel method of points
scoring that gave an alternative to the straight forward knock-out principle of world championship
racing.

Immediately, the tournament caught the imagination of the public and the top riders in the world.

Already Peter Collins, Ole Olsen and Chris Morton have won the Grand Prix title following three
dramatic Finals at White City. This season the Final switches to Wimbledon on August 23rd.

But at one stage during the close season the future of the Grand Prix was most uncertain. Our joint
sponsors Volkswagen withdrew after two years.

Happily, the situation was saved when the leading paint manufacturers, Berger decided to fill the
vacant sponsorship of the Grand Prix.

Already Berger back soccer's Isthmian League. This is their first speedway venture — and we-are
delighted to welcome them as co-sponsors of the re-named Berger-Daily Mirror Grand Prix.

The name has changed. But the thrills are the same. And the format that gives the Grand Prix a unique
flavour is unaltered.

Putting it simply, the Grand Prix system makes every race count — and yet it allows riders to repair
the damage of an occasional slip up or temporary loss of form.

Riders from every Gulf British League club will be involved in three qualifying rounds each. First place
in each qualifier will score ten points, second will get nine down to one for tenth.

Afte:r totting up the qualifying round points the top sixteen will go through to the Grand Prix Final.
Their qualifying points will count towards the Final total.

But even the lowest qualifiers can win overall with a brilliant display at Wimbledon — as Belle Vue's
Morton proved last season.

ThE‘if qualifying scores will be added to the Final premium points of 50 for first, 45 for second down to
five for tenth.

It sounds complicated, | know — but it is the fairest possible way of deciding the top overall rider of
the season.

I'm looking forward to the action — and | know that our friends from Berger share the sentiment. |
hope you all feel the same way.



SUNDAY MIRROR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFYING ROUND

and the

BERGER GRAND PRIX

(N ASSOCIATION WITH THE DAILY MIRROR)

Riders idenuiied by helmet colours: Red, Blue. White. Yellow Black
3 points, 2nd - 2 pomnis; 3rd

Winner decided on Race Pomts: 1st

1 pont

RIDERS' INDIVIDUAL SCORE-CHART

1 2 3 4 5 6 Towml 1 2 3 4 5 6 Tow
1 Ivan Mauger 9 Derek Richardson
2 Mike Lohmann 10 Steve Lomas
3 Kelly Moran 11 Vaclav Verner
4 Eric Broadbelt 12 lan Cartwright
5 Malcolm Simmons 13 Craig Pendlebury
6 Mick McKeon 14 Brian Havelock
7 Reg Wilson 15 Terry Betts
8 John Boulger 16 John Titman
Klaus Lohmann (Res.) Alan Stansfield (Res.)
Starung Helmet Poinw
HAT RIDER Pos. <olour scored Substiiuie or Remarks
=l I jvan Mauger 1 Hull Red
Time 2 Mike Lohmann 2) Halifax Blue
3 Kelly Moran 3 Hull White |. ...
4 Eric Broadbeit 4 Sheffield Y./B. )
2 S Malcolm Simmons 1 Poole Red
Time 7 Reg Wilson 2 Sheffield Blue
6 Mick McKeon 3 Halifax White
g John Boulger 4 Leicester Y./B.
3 10 Steve Lomas | Edinburgh Red
I'ime | 11 Vaclav Verner 2 Exeter Blue
9 Derek Richardson 3 | Glasgow White
12 len Cartwright 4 Halifax Y./B.
3 15 Terry Betts 1 Reading Red
Time | 14 Brian Havelock 2 | Workington Blue
16 John Titman 3 Leicester White
13 Craig Pendlebury 4 Sheffield Y./B.
+ 5 13 Craig Pendiebury 1 Sheffield Red
Time 1 Ilvan Mauger 2 Hull Blue
5 Malcolm Simmons 3 Poole White
9 Derek Richardson 4 Glasgow Y./B.
6 14 Brian Havelock 1 Workington Red |......
Iime | 10 Steve Lomas 2 Edinburgh Blue [|........
2 Mike Lohmann 3 Halifax White
¢ Mick McKeon p) Halifax N B A st )
7 11 Vaclav Verner 1 Exetdqr Red
ot Terry Betts 2 eading Bluc
Iime I§! Reg Wilson = ahﬁffaeﬂd White
3 Kelly Moran 4 u X B Al i s e
8 4 Eric Broadbelt 1 Sheffield Red
Time g John Boulger 2 Leicester Blue
12 lan Cav!wrighl 3 Halifax MWhite: TS S il e
16 John Titman 4 Leicester Y./B.
» 9 6 Mick McKeon 1 Halifax Red
Iime | 16 John Titman 2 Leicester Blug
1 lvan Mauger 3 Hull White
11 Vaclav Verner 4 Exeter Y./B.

Starting Helmet Points
HEAT RIDER Pos Colour scored Substitute or Remarks
10 12 lan Cartwright 1 Halifax Red! oo e e s
Iime 5 Malcolm Simmons ) Poole Blue i L
15 Terry Betts ; Reading Wiitc || RS
3 Mike Lohmann ‘i Halifax VR[S
11 g John Boulger | Leicester Red
Time ¢ Derek Richardson 2 Glasgow Bliaal [ |
3 Kelly Moran Z Hull Wiki(e [ | .
14 Brian Havelock 4 Workington Y.B. [ e
12 13 Craig Pendlebury | Sheffield Redil i o e
I'ime| 4 Erc Broadbelt 2 | Sheffield Blue! |5 e
10 Steve Lomas 3 Edinburgh White
7 Reg Wilson 4 Sheffield Y./B
I NTERVAL
Records played supplied by: SCENE & HEARD of Halifax
* 13 7  Reg Wilson 1 Sheffield Redi s o | s
Time | 12 lan Catrwright 2 Halifax Blue
14 8rian Havelock 3 Workington White
1 Ivan Mauger _1 Hull Y./B
14 2 Mike Lohmann 1 Halifax Red
Iime | 13 Craig Pendlebury 5 Sheffield Bluc
;‘ John Boulger 3 Leicester White
1 Vaclav Verner 4 Exeter Y./B
15 16 John Titman | Leicester Red
Iime| 3 Kelly Moran 2 Hull Blue  |i. cooomi[bes e S
1) Steve Lomas 3 Edinburgh White: 1420 S
g Malcolunsimmons 4, |\ Poole VB, | R e
16 ¢ Derek Richardson I Glasfgow Red
Fme| 6 Mick McKeon ) Halifax Blue
"Me| ) Eric Broadbelt 3 | Sheffield White
15 Terry Betts 4 Reading Yo BG |  E
+ 17 1 Ivan Mauger | Hull Red
Iime| 8§ John Boulger 2 Leicester Blue
15 Terry Betts 3 Reading White
10 Steve Lomas 4 Edinburgh v B. | .. |
18 9 Derek Richardson 1 Glasgow Red
Nime 2 Mike Lohmann 3 Halifax Blue
7 Reg Wilson 3 Sheffield White
16 John Titman _| Leicester Y/B. |l
19 3 Kelly Moran | Hull Red | ......
Iime | 12 lan Cartwright 2 Halifax Blue |.......
13 Craig Pendlebury 1 Sheffield White
6 Mick McKeon 4 Halifax N
20 § Malcolm Simmons ] Poole Red
Iime | 14 Brian Havelock 2 Workington Blue
11 Vaclav Verner 3 Exeter White |.........|....
4 Eric Broadbelt 4 | Sheffield YiB: |l
IN CASE OF A RUN OFF FOR 1st PLACE ONLY
21 Red
I'ime Blue el s
White
____ YB, Vo e e R




SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

iR k of Speed I ot remember having so many meeti

joyed your Easter Week of Speedway. | cann I ings
Ithf;?pi?wcslfgge?j“ F?glji(f);x inyone week before, Our commiserations to lan Cart\:rvnght and Paul Sheard on
their nasty spill. We all hope Paul will soon be back with us raring to go again.

I Club Kiosk at the back of the
anting to go to Hull on May 16th please go to th‘_a Supporters
K/lea?ﬁtgt\:nd togbooi?their seats on the coach, also for Sheffield on May 24th.

The Weekly Draw had two winners. The number were 23 and 14.

i d was admitted to the

Il know our announcer Doug Adams had an accident at home an ) '

ﬁ-\]?ir\r{-r?aurya\lfvith various bones chipped. We wish him a speedy recovery and would I]ke to take this
opportunity to thank Mr. Tony Royston for stepping in and doing a fine job of announcing.

i | that they have to complain officially about the
s shameful when supporters from other clgbs fee
Ilztar:guage of a certain crowd of so-called Halifax Speedway Supporters. If these supporters do not
improve their language then the true supporters will have no alternative but to disown this crowd
officially.

Sorry my notes have to end in a shameful way but we want to be proud of Halifax Speedway not bow
our heads in shame, so we appeal to those misguided _few, please moderate your language, you are
not representative of normal Halifax Supporters, we like to enjoy our spegdw_ay in a nice friendly
atmosphere not the abusive loud-mouthed way of those few who we are refering to.

See you next week — Hazel.

A MESSAGE FROM BERGER —
SPONSORS OF THE SPEEDWAY GRAND PRIX

Berger, who announced their sponsorship of the Speedway Grand Prix earlier this month, are one of
Britain’s largest paintmakers.

Already well-known for our sponsorship of the Berger Isthmian League, the south of England’s leading
soccer league, our backing of the Grand Prix is another association between our Company and the
pursuit of sporting excellence.

Although we are best known to the public for our decorative paints — Magicote, Colorizer and, in
‘trade cm:l_es, Brolac, we have also shown — in our recent television commercials — that we supply
paint for virtually every industry in Britain.

All four British car makers use Berger paints and finishing materials. If you have your car repaired or
resprayed after an accident, chances are it will be done with our refinishing paints. Every civil aircraft

made in Britain has Berger sealants in its structure — even Concorde, where Berger materials seal the
cabin and the wings.

Qil rigs, refineries, bridges, food packaging, printing inks, oil tankers, luxury liners, office machines,
Matchbox toys — all these products and thousands more benefit from paints and coatings, special
resins or adhesives supplied by us.

In Britain we have eight manufacturing and distribution Sites, employ 2,800 people and are the largest
Company in the world-wide Berger Group.

WE,_ at Berger, Iook_forward to this year’s Speedway season with interest and excitement. The
qualifying heats and final of the Berger Grand Prix will, we hope, be one of the leading attractions in

this year's sporting calendar and we know that it will attract your support and provide a real test of
international top riders’ skills.



SOME OF TONIGHT’S LINEUP . . . -

IAN CARTWRIGHT ERIC BROADBELT

"REG WILSON MIKE LOHMANN



THE DUKES AWAY 16th APRIL BELLE VUE by Terry Warren
Northern Trophy — Belle Vue 40 Halifax 37

An alarming Heat 9 crash involving lan Cartwright and Paul Sheard ruined the chances of a well
deserved Dukes victory. The accident happened with lan holding a good lead over Les Collins and
tactical substitute Chris Morton. With lan heading for his third consecutive win he hit a bad part of the
track, lost control and hit the fence, his runaway bike hitting Paul. The result was a broken collarbone
for Paul and a wrecked bike for lan. Halifax were already riding under protest over the state of that
particular area of the track which had been damaged by a burst water main two days earlier. At the
start of that eventful Heat 9 the Dukes were well in control of the match, they had just won the last
five heats by 4 - 2 margins and held a 6pt. lead. But when lan was unable to take his place in Heat 12
the Aces scored the only 5 - 1 heat win of the match to take the lead and a drawn last race saw Belle
Vue win their first match of the season. This was a fine team performance by Halifax with the partner-
ship of Kenny and Tormod catching the eye. Mick gave good backing to guest Bobby Beaton and
Merv Janke worked hard for his 5pts.

Scorers: Dukes: B. Beaton 8 + 1, M. McKeon 5 + 1, I. Cartwright 6, K. Carter 8 + 1, T. Langli
4 + 1, P. Sheard 1, M. Janke 5. Total 37 pts.
Aces: P. Collins 11, A. Haley 1, C. Morton 13, E. Sova 2 + 1, L. Collins 7 + 1,
K. Bloxsome 1, R. Maxfield 5. Total 40 pts.

20th APRIL WOLVERHAMPTON
G.B.L. — Wolverhampton 43 Halifax 35

In the Duke’s first away league match of the season the Wolves triumphed by 43 - 35 a score-line
which tends to flatter Wolverhampton, for Halifax were very good value throughout the match.
Wolves found a match-winner in reserve Hasse Danielsson. The young Swedish rider took 5 rides and
scored 11 pts. After losing the first two heats the Dukes soon hit back and by Heat 5 they were 2 pts
in the lead thanks to maximum heat wins from Tormod and Kenny and Mike and Mick. A fine piece
of riding in Heat 6 saw lan go past both Hans Nielsen and Bruce Cribb on the first bend of lap one and
Kenny silenced the Wolves fans in the next race when he streaked ahead of Dave Morton and
Danielsson to record another win. Heat 8 saw Danielsson’s second win of the evening and with Bruce
Cribb in second place the Wolves regained the lead which they were to keep to the end. In probably
the best race of the night Edgar Strangeland and Jim McMillan scored a 4 - 2 win over lan with only a
matter of feet separating all three riders throughout the race. In the next race after a clash with Wolves
number one Nielsen on the first bend, Kenny crashed into the fence. With everyone expecting a re-run
the race was allowed to continue with Tormod winning easily. With Mike winning Heat 11 the scores
stood at 35 - 31 in the Wolves favour. Heat 12 found lan unable to split the team riding cf Nielsen and
Danielsson who recorded a 5 - 1 heat win to give Wolves the league points. The last race saw the only
overtake of the match when Mike passed McMillan on the second lap to win Heat 13.

Scorers: Dukes: M. Lohmann 11, M. McKeon 3 + 1, I. Cartwright 8, K. Carter 5 + 1, T. Langli 6,
I. Robertson 0, K. Lohmann 2 + 1. Total 35 pts.

Wolves: H. Nielsen 10, B. Cribb 5 + 3, D. Morton 7 + 2, T. Skretting 0, J. McMillan 5,
E. Stangeland 5 + 1, H, Damielsson 11 + 2. Total 43 pts.

THE NORTHERN TROPHY by Terry Warren
HOME AWAY
Total
Sheff. B.V. Hull Ave. Sheff. B.V. Hull Ave. Ave.
lan Cartwright 12 9 1 9-8 11 +1 6 9 9-00 9-44
Mike Lohmann 10+1 7+2 10-00 10 + 1 — 8+1 8-89 9-41
Mick McKeon 1 8+2 9+2 8-00. 2+1 541 7+1 6-18 7-09
Tormod Langli 6+1 6+1 8+2 7-38 8+1 4+1 8 6-77 7-08
Kenny Carter 2+1 6+2 8+1 6-67 1 8+1 5+2 6-18 6-43
Graham Plant = = =5 A 3 = QUL N5 =33 5-33
Klaus Lohmann — - 4 533 341 - 2 4 - 00 4-44
Merv Janke 2 341 - 4 - 80 — 5 - 4 -00 4-40
Steve Wilcock - 2+ 1 0 2-00 - - — = 2-00
Paul Sheard 0 = - 0 - 00 0 1 — 1-00 0-66
Bobby Beaton 10 + 1 - — 8 - 80 - 8 + 1 = 9-00 8-89
(Guest)

Last Saturday saw the completion of the Halifax fixyures in the Northern Trophy. The above table
shows the individual scores of each rider along with their home and away averages.

The destination of the Trophy will be decided on May 12th when Sheffield visit Belle Vue in the last
match of the competition.



NO DESPONDENCY TONIGHT by Gordon Sampson
Deputy Sports Editor, Halifax ‘Evening Courier’

Everyone gets despondent at times; even speedway riders who portray an image of having nerves of-
steel on the track but off it have feelings like the rest of us. Take as an example two former King's
Lynn team-mates who are here tonightin different colours, for midweek tracks enabling them to make
more Shay appearances these days.

Both Terry Betts and Malcolm Simmons, who are among a dwindling band of riders to have served
throughout the 15 years of the British League, talked of quitting the sport this year. But both are
popular personalities with many followers in speedway who will be delighted that they decided to keep
on racing and provide the experience from which the up and comers can profit by studying their
styles and listening to their advice.

Simmons was ready to announce his retirement as recently as last week after a disastrous run of
mechanical problems. He had breakdowns in five meetings on the trot and as any rider knows if
engines are not going well confidence starts to slip, and half the battle in speedway is psychological.
For if a rider knows his equipment is right and will not let him down, he can relax and concentrate on
his racing.

And it should be a determined Simmons too. For he will be out to show the up and coming breed of
riders that he still possesses the class and know-how which brings top placings at major events and a
slice of the big bookings and prize money at home and abroad. Competition is such these days that no
rider can live on past reputation with so much depending on current results.

Simmons, British Champion in 1976 and runner-up in the World Final of the same year in Poland, has
helped England to win the World Pairs in the last three seasons. And after crashing out of the 1977
World Championship in the British Final at Coventry, he was back at Wembley in the World Final last
year with 10 points from five second places to net sixth place.

Bettsy's case is different for after all his years of loyal service at King's Lynn he found that under the
East Anglian club’s rebuilding plans he was no longer required to fill his same role. He was offered a
position as rider-coach which in effect meant becoming a number eight rider and stepping up in
emergency situations. With the big money capture of Dave Jessup from Reading to link up with
British Champion for the last two years, Michael Leeg, it quickly became clear that an era was ending
for Betts.

He considered the situation carefully and understandably was not too happy and with an eye on his
future as a businessman, retirement became a possibility as he had become a one-club British League
man and was not overjoyed about making a fresh start. Then Reading stepped in with an offer which
he found tempting, as riding for a Monday night track would work in well with his other commitments.
So the Racers kept in the sport a rider who might otherwise have been lost, and there is a big enough
shortage of skilful British men without any more talent disappearing from the scene.

A change can be as good as a rest, of course, and a change of track can often benefit a rider in more
ways than one. Perhaps Bettsy will show everyone that his magic is still there with another good run
in the World Championship and Grand Prix. Last season, the England selectors showed how highly he
is still thought of by recalling him to lead a makeshift England team against Australiasia at Hull when
the Test coincided with the rearranged British Final of the World Championship. It was decided to go
ahead with the Test, which marked the full international debut of Dukes skipper, lan Cartwright,
because of the amount of sponsership involved and the difficulty in getting everyone together again.

Northern Riders Champion, Reg Wilson won the Autumn Classic at the Shay last October and led
Sheffield to their 12 point victory at the Shay a fortnight ago so he is again-going to be in the chase
for the top spot and progress on the World Championship trail. lan Cartwright needs World Champion-
ship points tonight, too, as he attempts to make up for last season’s disappointment when a siezed
engine at Sheffield ended his chance of a first British Final appearance.

Mike Lohmann and Mick McKeon are, of course, concerned with getting Grand Prix premium points
along with Czech, Vaclav Verner, Hull's American spectacle merchant Kelly Moran and Craig Pendle-
bury, who wants points in both competitions. Unfortunately Tormod Langli has to take his three Grand
Prix[';neetings on away tracks because he is in Norway this weekend for his World Championship
qualifier.

Langli will want to be free of bike problems next week for he has his meetings on successive nights —
at Hull on Wednesday, Ipswich Thursday and Wolverhampton Friday. And for anyone wanting to
follow the Dukes in Northern meetings, Cartwright is also at Hull and Sheffield and McKeon is at
Sheffield too.




HALIFAX SPEEDWAY FIXTURES — 1979 SEASON
Gulf British League

KEY: Northern Trophy : BL Gulf British League : SC Speedway Star Cup
GP Grand Prix World Championship : YC Yorkshire Cup

ALL HOME . MATCHES COMMENCE 730 pm. (*11.30) (** 6.00)
F A F A
W Mar 28 -Hull NT A 42-36 S. July7 -Exeter BL H
~S Mar 31-gradley H BL H 46-31 M July 9 —Exeter BL A
Th Apr  5-Sheffield NT A 35-43 Th July 12 -Ipswich BL A
S Apr 7 -Wimbledon  BL H Postponed S July 14 -Res (KO Cup) H
S Apr 14 -Sheffield NT H 33-45 S July 21 -Coventry BL A
| M Apr 16 -Belle Vue NT H 44-34 Nat League Pairs H
. M. Apr 16 - Belle Vue NT A 37-40 S July 28-Swindon BL H
; F Apr 20-WHampton BL A 35-43 | S. Aug. 4-W'Hampton BL H
‘| S Apr 2t -Hull NT H 47-31 S Aug 11-KingsLynn BL H
' S Apr 28 -World Championship M Aug 13 -England v Australasia
Grand Prix QR H i Durex Test Match H
S. May 5 -Coventry BL H i IS Aug 18-Poole BL H
M May 7 -King'sLynn ‘L W  Aug 22-Poole BL A
\ (1100am) BL A S Aug 25-Belle Vue BL A
S  May 12-Birmingham BL H ! M Aug 27 -Belle Vue (Warburtons
W May 16 -Hull (4 Team) A i Team Challenge  H
S May 19 -Four Team (v Huil | Th Aug 30-Shelfield BL A
Sheff'd, Nicl ) H | |F Aug 31 -Hackney BL A
Th May 24 -Sheffield (4 Team) A ! 'S. Sept. 1-Hackney BL H
S May 26 -Swindon BL A | W  Sept 5 -Hull BL A
M May 28 -SheffieldiChal "} H | S Sept 8-Readng BL H
T May 29 -Leicester BL A § 'S Sept 15-Leicester BL H
Fri. June 1—Eastbourne BL A { M Sept 17 -Birmingham 8L A
S June ~ 2-Dews Trophy H | S Sept 22 -Sheffield BL H
S June 9 -Hackney (KO Cup! H ‘ Th Sept 27 -Wimbledon BL A
M June 11 —N/Castle (4 team) A { S Sept 29 -Open Meeting H
F  June 15 —-Hackney (KO Cup) A | S. Oct. 6-CradleyH. BL A
S June 16 —Huil BL 4 I Su Oct 7 -Cradley H(Chal ""' H
M June 18 -England v Denmark H | S Oct 13 -0Open Meeting H
S June 23 -Beile Vue BL H i M  Oct 15 -Reading BL A
S June 30 -ipswich BL H i Su Oct 21 -AutumncCl ** H
ij S Oct 27 —Daily Mirror
H

Northern Fours

HALIFAX s Northgate = Tel. 62851 (PBX)
BRIGHOUSE - Bailiff Bridge - Tel. 714454 (PBX)

SPECIALISTS in IMMACULATE FULLY GUARANTEED USED CARS
'YOU GET A GOOD DEAL AT DEWS™
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