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RYE HOUSE
SPEEDWAY

RYE HOUSE STADIUM
RYE ROAD, HODDESDON, HERTS
Telephone Hoddesdon 61990
[Race days only]

Promoted by Rye House Speedway Ltd.
under the direction of
LEN SILVER -

OFFICIAL DATA
Clerk of the Course
A.C.U.Referee
Pit Marshal
Machine Examiner
Announcer/Timekeeper
Starting Marshal Dave Willsher
Team Manager Hugh Saunders
Track Licence No. 15/80
St. John Ambulance Brigade in attendance
Medical Officer Dr. B. Garo-Falides,
B.A., M.B., B.Ch.
Colour Marshal ....... ...Norman Kingsbury
Staff Controller Bill Mathieson

Jim Stevens
G.A.R. Brodie
Ken Archer
Bill Mathieson
Gareth Rogers

Track Length 284 yards
Track Record 60.2 secs.
Dave Perks 30/3/80

Held under the regulations of the
Speedway Board

NOTE: The Management reserves the
right to alter this Programme. Should it be
necessary through any cause to abandon
the Meeting prior to the start of the sixth
race in the programme, re-admission
tickets issued at entrances [available for
any one of the next three meetings] will
become valid. In no circumstances will any
money be refunded. Right of admission
reserved.

NOTICE: Motor sports events are
dangerous and all persons attending this
meeting do so entirely at their own risk. It
is a condition of admission that all persons
having any connection with the promotion
and/or conduct of the meeting including
the owners and lessees of the stadium and
the owners and drivers of the vehicles are
absolved from all liability arising out of
accidents causing damages or personal
injury to spectators or ticket holders. In no
circumstances will any money be refunded.
Betting is strictly prohibited at this
meeting. The Management reserves the
right to make alterations or additions to the
programme.
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We are delighted to welcome you all to the
beginning of this year’s World Championship
battle, the competition which sets every rider’s
and supporters’ hearts beating a little faster.
Once again sponsored by our good friends from
the SUNDAY MIRROR, the qualification in 1980
is tougher than ever, only the top three riders in
each of the five qualifying rounds can be sure of
a place in the quarter final at Halifax. Only one
other rider gets through, and that is the top
scoring fourth placed rider out of all the rounds.

The field today is really top class and if one of
our Rockets makes it to Halifax no one will be
prouder than | am, and 1'm sure that our band of
loyal followers will not be too displeased either!

I must congratulate Mildenhall Tigers for
their aggregate victory in the Easter Triangle
tournament, a victory that went our way in 1979,
Our task was made far more difficult when we
suffered a number of mechanical set-backs in
the Peterborough meeting, keeping our score
down to a lowly 26. We've warned the Tigers
that we shall take our revenge in the K.O.Cup
at Whitsun.

Simon looks as if he’ll be sidelined for a few
weeks while his broken wrist is mending. We'll
keep you informed of his progress but in the
meantime it's for sure that we will see his
smiling face as a spectator, no one could be
keener than our carrot-haired kid.

This injury immediately gives new boy, Andy
Fines, his chance as our No.7 and he made his
team debut at Oxford last Thursday. | expect it
will take Andy a while to settle in to the hustle of
full time professionalism, but when he does, |
will not be at all surprised to find that we have
discovered another winner.

THE SILVER HELMET MATCH RACE
between Karl and Les Rumsey (now. a Crayford
Kestrel) takes place here as the 1st event next
Sunday, followed by our league battle with the
ever attractive Ellesmere Port outfit. So, don’t
be late and remember to bring a friend to

See The Rockets Score!
Len.

P.S. I nearly forgot to remind you — Karl rides
the first leg of the match race at Crayford this
coming Tuesday (April 15).

Db




——FOCUS Ol THE VISITORS =——

TODAY it's World Championship action at Rye, with KARL, BOB and KEVIN pitted against 13
rivals from both the British and National Leagues. This year we should see a real dog-fight,
because only three riders from each of the five qualifiers can be sure of going through to the
British quarter-final at Halifax on April 27. They will be joined by the highest scoring fourth man
in all the meetings. One of the big threats to our Rockets’ trio today is bound to be Hackney
skipper BARRY THOMAS. Although ““Thommo'’ celebrated a successful testimonial last season,
he is still anly 28 and on his day he can beat anyone in the world. If he misses the gate he is quite
capable of battling through the field.

Those of you who witnessed our epic battles with Mildenhall last season will need no intro-
duction to MICK HINES and MELVYN TAYLOR, both of whom have now moved on from the
Suffolk track. Hines, who is 28 and has been racing speedway for eight years now, was recalled
this year by his parent club Wimbledon. Taylor, 19 this month, was bought by King's Lynn for a
reported £15,000 — and if he fulfils the potential he has shown so far he could be worth every
penny. They should both be among the points today, and so could 19-year-oid TIM HUNT of
Ipswich, who looked so good on our track last season when he was on loan to Canterbury.

Don’t rule out the wily campaigners like LAURIE ETHERIDGE (Crayford) and BOB COLES
(Weymouth), who have had enough experience at all levels to settle in quickly and run up a score
while some of the vyoungsters are still finding their feet. BARNEY KENNETT
of Canterbury is another familiar face (especially to Kelvin Mullarkey!) and 25 year-cld Barney’s
colourful approach to racing can be a winner on his day. Picking a winner today won’t be easy,
because the field is completed by men all capable of snatching victory for themselves: PETE
SMITH (King’s Lynn), IAN CLARK and COLIN COOK (Leicester), DAVE PIDDOCK (Canter-
bury), JOHN HACK (Oxford) and RICHARD GREER (Peterborough).

@
BIG EVENTS IN THE NATIONAL LEAGUE
WARNERS GRAND NATIONAL — KING'S LYNN JUNE 21
JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP OF GT. BRIT. — CANTERBURY JULY 12
NAT.LEAGUE PARIS CHAMPIONSHIP — HALIFAX JULY 19
DUREX FOUR TEAM FINALS — PETERBOROUGH JULY 27
GAULOISES N.L. RIDERS CHAMPIONSHIP — WIMBLEDON SEPT. 27
HUGH SAUNDERS TESTIMONIAL — RYE HOUSE OCT. 26

CORTINAS 1975-1978. Regular supply at trade prices and
below. Mostly 1600cc. For buyers with good credit rating
around £200 deposit and reasonable monthly payments.
Other models sometimes available. Tel: 0279-871091.

AFTER THE MEETING

Why not have more excitement

 Tenpin Bowling

Corkwood Bowl

TOWER CENTRE
Hoddesdon Phone: Hoddesdon 67522
OPEN7 DAYS AWEEK MIDDAY TO MIDNIGHT
SNACK BAR AND CLUB BAR FACILITIES
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. GREETINGSTO YOU ALL.

. Today we stage a Qualifying Round of the World Championship, so we bid a warm welcome to
! supporters from all over the country, who are sure to be here to cheer on their own particular
. favourites, we trust that you all have a good day, but also trust that it is one of our Rockets that
. will end up the winner.

Last season we could not stage the meeting here at Rye, bad weather caused it to be switched

* to Hackney, which did not help our Rockets at all, for they lost the home advantage, and it was no
‘ surprise when none of them managed to get in the first three.

Mike Lanham of Ipswich was the winner with 14 points, Mike dropped his only point to Dave
Gooderham in a thrilling heat nine. Dave Perks recorded a faster time than Bobby McNeil to take
second place after both had scored 12 points.

SCORERS — Mike Lanham 14, Dave Perks 12, Bobby McNeil 12, Trevor Geer 11, Dave
Gooderham 11, Pip Lamb 11, Andy Hines 9, Bob Garrad 8, Ted Hubbard 7, Kelvin Mullarkey 6,
. Pete Smith 8, Kevin Smith (Res) 5, Derrick Harrison 4, Bert Harkins 2, John Hack 1, Peter
. Tarrant 1, Simon Aindow (res) 0.

And now as promised we will take a look at the details of our Rockets, starting with our SILVER

HELMET holder, Karl Fiala. Karl had his first match in our colours away at Peterborough on
' May 30, 1975, he was number 8 and failed to score from his one start. Five weeks later on July 6,
' 1975, here at Rye against Bradford Karl recorded his first heat win, and it turned out to be the
- firstof many. Almost a year later on August 1, 1976, Karl recorded his first maximum, which was
. a paid one of 11 paid 12, and it was here at Rye against Paisley. Since then Karl has recorded 21

maximums in league and cup, 9 full and 12 paid, last season he recorded 5 paid maximums,
. making 11 altogether, and | am sure that Karl will score many more maximums in our colours.
| Karl became the first Rocket to win the SILVER HELMET when he beat Andy Grahame of

Milton Keynes by two legs to nil, he won the first leg at Milton Keynes on October 2, 1979, by

2-0, and the second leg here at Rye on October 7, by 2-1|
| Karl also became the first Rocket to defend the Silver Helmet successfully when he beat lan
| Gledhill of Stoke by two legs to nil, he won the first leg at Stoke 2-0 on October 20, 1979, and the
second leg here at Rye the very next day by the same score of 2-0.
KARL FIALA [AVERAGE'S RECORD [LEAGUE AND CUP]
Mts Rds Pts B.Pts Wins Secds Thds Last T.Pts C.M.A.

This coming Tuesday Karl goes to Crayford to defend his Silver Helmet against the Kestrels
new signing Les Rumsey, and next Sunday here at Rye the second leg takes place, so | want to see
as many of you as possible at Crayford to give Karl the support he deserves.

Les Rumsey chalked up some big scores in the National League last season and fully deserves
his chance, and in my opinion this is a very hard challenge for Karl, but | also feel that a
determined Karl can beat him, even at Crayford, but your support is going to be needed.

Our opening match against Oxford produced some very good racing, and our new team
manager must have been very pleased to see Dave Perks lower the track record in the first heat of
the season, for it proved to him that his track preparation was first class, but | am sure he would
have been even more pleased had it been one of our Rockets, but | think one of our lads will lower
ibt _I?Igfore the season is over, anyway, its congratulations to Dave Perks, on the day he was

rilliant,

A look down todays field tells us that it is not going to be easy for our Rockets, Barry Thomas is
i going well at the moment and must be one of the favourites, the same must be said of Mel Taylor,
|| but for me the biggest danger to our Rockets is young Tim Hunt, Tim has gone full time with
Ipswich this season, and | think the lad is going to shock some of the big boys in the top flight with
his all action style, so we shall see if | am right or not,

i Once again space has run out, so take care, and | will see you all next week when Joe Shaw will
| be here with his Ellesmere Port Gunners.
} DAVE.

: 1975 30 96 92 18 7 17 37 35 110 4.58

| 1976 32 132 188 24 29 40 31 32 222 6.73
L1977 30 1100 151 20 26 21 31 32 171 6.22

| 1978 48 187 326 39 64 48 38 37 365 7.81
#1979 46 187 387 43 82 54 33 18 430 9.20
| GRAND TOTAL 186 712 1154 144 208 180 170 154 1298 7.29

THE DINGLE BROWN Bonus Points Competition with prize money now
at £100. Our thanks to DINGLE for his continued and increased support.

" FromThe LogBookWihDaveWilkher
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DUPLEX HOUSE, 22 QUAY TERRACE
NEWTON ABBOT, DEVON

TELEPHONE: NEWTON ABBOT
66263 - 62131

Speedway and Football
Programmes a Speciality
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T Guy Games Limited

Suppliers of all Sports Equipment
53/54 Shopping Pavilion,
Waltham Cross, Herts.

Branches at:
Hoddesdon % Harlow % Chingford
Telephone: Waltham Cross 33284

(SPEEDWAY ACTION!

For the best pictures of the stars, and
stories by the stars, don’t miss
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- WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFYING ROUND 1st 3 points; 2nd 2 points; 3rd 1 point.

PROGRESSIVE PLACINGS
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| SCORE CHART
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| P. Smith
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K. Fiala

B. Coles
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CAR SALES, REPAIRS & ACCESSORIES, COMPETITION TUNING

TRIPLE P MIOTORS

SPONSORS OF BOBBY GARRAD
178, CAMBRIDGE ROAD, GT. SHELFORD, CAMBRIDGE
Telephone: Trumpington (022 021] 3664
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

Large discounts on Tyres, Batteries & Accessories.
Excellent Service & Body Repair Shop. Estimates Free.
Large Selection of Used Cars ranging from

£200— £8000 up to 15"/9 discount on cars for Speedway Supporters.
PLEASE CALL FOR FRIENDLY HELPFUL SERVICE

oo g'h 2y OVl £

Our tnree home contestants in the World Championship — BOB GARRAD, KARL FIALA,
KEVIN SMITH

‘CONCORD DARTS
& TROPHIES

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS TO CLUBS
TROPHIES FOR ALL SPORTS

ALL TYPES OF ENGRAVING DONE

Ring for agent to call
or our colour brochure.
1, Ware Road, Hertford. Tel: 53165




INGHAMS INSIGHT

By David Ingham

WILL 1980 be Rye House’s year in the National League after all the near misses of the past few
seasons? We won't know the answer to that question until October, and few people are sticking
out their necks with predictions this early in the campaign. However, by now we do know how
most of the opposition is lining-up, so let's have a look at their strengths and weaknesses.

1’ have to start with Mildenhall, if only because they are the current champs. We won't dwell
too much on that point, other than to consider their chances of retaining the title. Well, they‘ve
lost skipper Mick Hines, recalled by Wimbledon, and the brilliant teenager Melvyn Taylor, who
has gone to King’s Lynn. That leaves them with Ray Bales out of last year's top three, plus Robert
Henry and lan Gledhill and some useful second strings like Mick Bates and Mike Spink, and a
crop of good juniors,

Producing enough of their own talent to replace the likes of Hines and Taylor won’t be easy,
and | cannot see the Fen Tigers doing it. Under skipper Henry they will again be tough to beat,
but | don’t reckon it will be their title again, even with new signing lan Gledhill from Stoke. Il
list the Fen Tigers among my ‘“‘dark horses’’ and go on to the two sides | believe could be the
biggest dangers to the Rockets — Newcastle and Crayford.

Think of Newcastle and you think of Tom Owen. The Diamonds value him so highly that they

have put him on a contract to cover the rest of his riding career. Their only worry must be his
fitness, he broke a leg badly and missed the end of last season. But if it's the Owen of old in 1980,
watch out! The Diamonds have added two Belle Vue loanees to their side. Derek Richardson and
Keith Bloxsome. And since Newcastle boss lan Thomas is, after all the England team manager,
we expect him to have a good eye for talent. Of the pair | expect Richardson to be the more
effective, but if Bloxsome makes the strides Thomas expects, Newcastle’s all-round strength will
be considerable, especially when you remember that they also have men like Aussie Robbie
Blackadder and New Zealander Dave Bargh.
The Newcastle fans, like those here at Rye, have come to expect the best, and the ridewrs are
aware of what is required of them. At the end of last season Mr, Thomas announced that several
of his squad wouldn’t be invited back because they didn’t measure up. It's a hard school in the
North East, and it produces good speedway leams.

Crayford are a team so far without Newcastle's consistent record of success, and this could be
the year that all that changes. At last they have a line-up of real strength and solidity — welcome
news for those of us who relish a closely-fought ‘‘local derby’” match. Crayford’s big winter
acquisition has been Les Rumsey from Oxford, and while we’re expecting Karl to take the early-
season wind out of Rummo's sails in the Silver Helmet, there’s no doubting the man’s talent and
scoring ability. Too often in the past the Kestrels had to rely too heavily on Laurie Etheridge.
Laurie is still very much around, although now he will be part of the back-up force to Rumsey (at
Jeast, that's the way | read it). Paul Woods and Steve Naylor were both on the point of breaking
into the top flight last year, so if they start getting into double figures regularly quite a few
opponents won't see the Kestrels’ tail feathers for dust.

I’ve already said that Mildenhall are among my dark horses, and they are joined by Boston,
Canterbury and Peterborough. Boston have been in the doldrums for too long, and they started
this season with every intention of pulling out of them. | have always rated David Gagen, now
back with the Cudas from King's Lynn. He's a big, aggressive rider who seems to dominate the
track when he is going well. Robert Hollingworth appeared to lose his way when he left New
Hammond Beck Road for Edinburgh, then all his old class began to return when he arrived in
Cuda country again last year. Boston had added the much-travelled Chris Turner to their side, as
well as Gary Guglielmi, and if they bring in the points they are capable of then the old excitement
will start sweeping round Boston once more.

Any side containing Nigel Flatman has to be rated, and that is why | name Peterborough
among my ‘‘possibles’’ — plus, of course, the fact that the big Alwalton track makes them so
difficult to beat at home. Flatman, who is surely destined for big things with his parent club
Ipswich, had a highly successful winter in Australia. Canterbury? Well, you can never write off
the Crusaders, and we shall be watching with extra interest to see how Ted Hubbard goes back at
his old base. | see it all finishing this way: 1, Rye House; 2, Newcastle; 3, Crayford; 4, Boston.

HERE NEXT SUNDAY — NATIONAL LEAGUE FIXTURE

RYE HOUSE ‘ROCKETS’ v ELLESMERE PORT '"GUNNERS’

Starring
John Jackson and Steve Finch
PLUS! Silver Helmet Leg 2 — Karl Fiala [Holder] v Les Rumsey [Crayford] Challenger

SUNDAY, APRIL 20th at 4.30 p.m.
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ROCKETING WITH IAN

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen speedway supporters from which ever club you follow. We
look forward to seeing if our teamsters can oust First Division riders by the end of today. Hopefully
taking the top positions and going into the next round.

May | take this opportunity to introduce to you the new Rockets Speedway Supporters Club
committee as elected at the last AGM. Taking the chairmans position is Mr D Tassell, secretary
myself lan Nicholls, treasurer our Rita Larkin, membership secretary Ron Gosling and assisting us
all with the R.E.F. draw Peter Jordison. )

We would like to send our thanks to those volunteers who helped run the Disco’s and Dances
during the close season and special thank you to riders and supporters who _attended and enabled
the club to carry on regardless. Although making a loss on the aforementioned, had ther been
greater publicity we feel sure more supporters would have turned up. J

In connection with last season our gratitude is extended to the outgoing committee.

With reference to last weeks notes the subject of coaches was mentioned, this season we have
four two-day trips to organise with the majority being at the height of the holiday season, we
therefore request that supporters wishing to travel with us let us have their names as soon as poss.
to enable hotel accommodation to be found, a £1 deposit will secure a place. Please remember all
tours are on a first come, first served basis, and we are taking bookings for every match but we do
require a minimum number and a deposit.

All supporters travelling with us will have to be’'a member of the RSSC, when collecting your card
please take a copy of our rules relating to supporters on coaches, we hope that these will prevent
any recurrance of problems associated with past trips. Remember we travel to enjoy ourselves
and support the team in a fashion that helps the most.

This is a note especially of interest to organisers of riders fan clubs, if you give me details of your
club | will incorporate the same within these notes.

| know that it is early to mention the end of the season at this stage, but we are looking for an
alternative venue for the Dinner & Dance, hopefully within a short distance of Rye. Please see
notice board relating to last years DD.

Thank you to all supporters who travelled to Peterboro’ and Mildenhall. Let us see you all at
Ellesmere Port with us. Bob and Christine would like to thank the supporters club for the wedding
present and all supporters who sent cards and gave them the lovely gifts.

Good luck Karl with your defence of the Silver Helmet at Crayford. So until next week when the
Gunners are here take care.

On behalf of the committee.
I.A.Nicholls, Secretary.

ARLINGTON

“FOR SELF-DRIVE HIRE

Saloons — Esta te Vans and trucks
Hatchbacks — Automatics — 10 cwtto 7tons

Radios in all cars
HIRE FROM THE PROFESSIONALS

ARLINGTON RENTAL TEAM: Harlow 415871 and
Lea Valley 760097
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RYE HOUSE FIXTURES 1980

Subject to alteration — Tel. Hoddesdon 61990 (Race Days)
HOME fixtures in BCLD type

F—A
MARCH JULY
W 26 Nottingham 37—-38 Tu 1 Weymouth
Su 30 OXFORD 50—27 S 5 Canterbury
Su 6 MILTON KEYNES
APRIL [T.V.Match]
Peterborough 26 M’hall Tu 8 Crayford
Mildenhall 3TT 33 tot S 12 Jun/Champs G.B. Canter
P’BORO & M'HALL 31T 44 124 Su 13 BERWICK ]
Oxford N.L. Su 13 GLASGOW|] double header
WORLD CHAMPS Q.R. S 19 N.L.Pairs Champs. Hali
Silver Helmet Race. Crayford Su 20 NOTTINGHAM
ELLESMERE PORT plus F 25 Peterborough
Silver Helmet N.L. Su 27 Durex4TT Peterborou
Ellesmere Port N.L. M 28 7.30pm. BOSTON
IPSWICH ‘B’ Anglian Cup
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AUGUST

Su 3 11am.STOKE
M 4 Stoke

Su 10 EDINBURGH
F 15 Glasgow

S 16 Berwick

Su 17 HERTS GOLD CUP
Su 24 No meeting

M 25 MILDENHALL
W27 Mildenhall

F 29 Edinburgh

S 30 Nottingham
Su 31 NEWCASTLE

Canterbury 4TT
Mildenhall 4TT
CANT/MILD/CRAYFORD 4TT
Crayford 4TT
SCUNTHORPE plus
Supermatch N.L.
Scunthorpe
MIDDLESBROUGH

Milton Keynes

Mildenhall

MILDENHALL
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SEPTEMBER
Su 7 EXETER N.L.
M 8 Newcastle N.L.
S 13 Canterbury K/H Tri
Su 14 CANT/CRAYFORD K/H Tri
Tu 16 Crayford K/H Tri
Su 21 HACKNEY CH.
S 27 Nat. League Champs. W'don
Su 28 3.30pm. WORKINGTON | N.L.
Su 28 WEYMOUTH] double

header N.L.

SPONSORS TROPHY
Middlesbrough

Workington

KING’S LYNN

Cradley Heath

Hackney

Coventry

CANTERBURY

Grand Nat. King's Lynn
CRAYFORD N.L.
2pm. HACK/COV/

CRADLEY 1/L 4TT
Exeter N.L.

I I>»I>PIP>rT

OCTOBER

Su 5 3.30pm. RESERVED [Notts?]

Su 12 3.30pm. OPEN

Su 19 3.30pm. PETERBORO’  N.L.

Su 26 3.30pm. H.SAUNDERS
TESTIMONIAL

>»I IPI>>>IPrpI

2% | Eracag

FRIDAY, APRIL 18TH, 1980
®

HACKNEY ‘HAWKS’ v READING ‘RACERS’

[Gauntlet Gold Cup]

Starring
Finn Thomsen, Bo Petersen, Zenon Plech, Keith White,
John Davis, Jan Andersson, Bobby Schwartz, Tony Briggs

Make It A Date — Friday At 8!
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SPEED VOUP WAY TO

C-BUTLER | 8 HIGH ST.
Hocr ORCYCLES = STANSTEAD

for Top of the League Service,| ABBOTTS
Selection and Satisfaction_~ WARE 870566
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